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Year 6 Spring Term RE  

Branch Five: To the ends of the earth   

We began this Term’s RE by thinking about when Jesus was laid to rest in a garden. Mary 

Magdalene arrived on the first day of the week when it was still dark.  She alerted the 

disciples that Jesus’ body was not there. Peter and John ran to the tomb. Believing Jesus had 

risen, they went home. Mary stayed behind weeping. When she next looked inside the tomb 

the angels spoke to her, dressed in white (light), and when she turned around, she saw a 

man who she thought was the gardener. Mary did not recognise Jesus until he said her 

name.  We used images as inspiration to create a piece of artwork showing Jesus appearing 

to Mary Magdalene reflecting the symbolism of light and dark in our work. 

 

We learned how Christians believe in the resurrection through their reading of scripture.  

The disciples believed that Jesus rose from the dead because they say him, he spoke to them 

and they experienced him through his breath upon them and the witnessing of his wounds in 

his hands and feet.  Homework was set to explore links between doubting Thomas and the 

belief in Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

It's Thomas again, and something really amazing happened today! I almost 

can't believe it, but I must. This has shown Jesus really is the Son of God, the 

Messiah. Jesus appeared to me and the other disciples! Remember when I was 

talking about when the disciples came and told me Jesus was alive? Well, I 

doubted them, and I shouldn't have. I thought Jesus wasn't alive just because I 

couldn't see him. Ridiculous of me. 
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I'd say it's been around a week since that happened. Today, the disciples and I 

were all gathered in the house, just like when they had first claimed to see Jesus. 

Of course, we had no warning of what was to happen next, but me even more so. 

I hadn't seen Jesus yet, had I? I thought he was dead, still laying in the tomb 

where we had put him to rest with his father in Heaven. 

The doors had all been locked, and we were all talking, but this bit is 

unimportant. The matters we were discussing were immediately forgotten like a 

piece of paper thrown in a bin when Jesus suddenly appeared. I was shocked. 

No, more than shocked. I was in awe. That's when I realised the others hadn't 

been lying. I felt so guilty. I knew it was wrong of me to doubt my friends like 

that. I had to apologise. 

But before I could Jesus said "Peace be with you!" loud and clear, addressing 

all of the disciples. Then he turned to me, and said "Put your finger here; see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 

Jesus didn't sound disappointed in me, or hopeful I would believe. He wasn't 

stern but I saw him staring at me with love. I had seen Jesus, and his hands and 

wounds. Surely this was really Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God? I knew there 

and then: this was Jesus, the one and only! I felt all the doubt leave me like 

water out of a jug, and I suddenly felt much lighter, like a weighty burden had 

been lifted. I said "My Lord and my God!" 

Jesus still didn't look stern and his tone of voice was kind, gentle and soft. He 

replied "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed," 

Jesus really is the Messiah, the Son of God. I will never doubt him again. Jesus 

worked miracles, and surely rising from the dead was his most amazing one of 

all. 

Our learning then moved on to consider how Jesus is the ‘new Adam’.  We looked at the 

similarities and the differences and considered that through Adam, death was brought upon 

human beings, but through Jesus, human beings will have everlasting life. 

We considered how the resurrection is the work of the Holy Trinity.  We thought about how 

as Christians today, we meet Christ through the sacraments, through prayer and in in 

scripture. 
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Next, as a class we explored the words that inspired us from the Act of Faith, Hope and 

Love Prayers… 

 

We learned how Stephen and other Saints bore witness to their beliefs and finally described 

how charities witnessed their Christian Faith through their work. 
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Branch Six: Dialogue and Encounter 

At the end of their primary education, year 6 pupils think about what it means to be a good 

neighbour, how Christians and others collaborate for justice and freedom for all people and 

how people share their spiritual riches. 

Initially, we thought about what is the meaning of ‘The Common Good’ and Catholic 

Social Teaching? 

 

We quickly understood that we could work together to promote unity and love. 
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Next, we learned about the term ‘worldview’.  We understood that it is more than a point of 

view. It recognises that everyone is shaped by life experiences and has beliefs that matter to 

them. Worldviews are not exclusive. People may hold multiple world views.  We played the 

CAFOD auction game  

 

 

Finally, we considered our experiences in the game: our choices, what we achieved and didn’t 

and how we felt about it. 

 

First, we learned all we 

could about our individual: 

their name, age, location, 

occupation. 

Then, we considered what that 

individual might need in their 

lives.  As entities were put up for 

auction, we bid against other 

groups to obtain what we felt our 

person needed to improve their 

standard of living. 



7 
 

During this topic we learned about another faith that followed a Dharmic pathway.  Dharma 

encompasses the right way of living, righteousness, and duties that every individual has 

toward themselves, others, and the universe.  We explored Hinduism.  We recalled previous 

learning and then decided upon our own line of enquiry by thinking about questions we 

wanted answered.  We presented our findings in a way of our choosing. 
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